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SELECT NOTES
Madbury’s tax rate for 2018
was calculated in mid October
and worked out to be $29.98, up
from the 2017 rate of 28.75. The
increase is lower than predicted
after the 2018 town meeting
where voters chose to complete
the town’s funding portion of the
new library building. That action
was estimated to increase the
town portion of the rate by about
$0.83 per 1,000 of assessed valuation. Several other factors are
responsible for final rate. School
support from the State was less
than 2017, but on the positive
side town valuation increased due
to new development and revenues
came in above our generally conservative estimates.
Expenses
were somewhat lower than estimates for a number of reasons,
among which was a delay in completing a rather costly culvert on
Hayes Road due to timing and the
availability of materials. The Selectmen also chose to use a portion of fund balance to moderate
the impact. …………..…………..
A redesign of the new library
building is nearing completion
(see page 4), and engineering
studies have begun on the replacement of the Nute Road
Bridge scheduled for 2020.
Those projects will have us
watching cash flow requirements
(Continued on page 2)

Madbury’s new Engine 2 has finally arrived. It is configured for motor
vehicle accidents and rescue operations. It has a 6 person cab, carries
1,000 gallons of water and can pump at 1,500 gpm. The new Engine 2
replaces a 1989 Engine 3 which no longer mets standards for firefighter
safety and was becoming a challenge to get passed annual inspections.

TOWN OFFICE NEWS
TAX BILLS: The 2018 second issue tax bill have been mailed and are
due on December 3, 2018. (There is a requirement to assess late fees.)
MADBURY TRANSFER STATION will close for the season after the
session on Saturday, November 17, 2018.
WINTER PARKING ORDINANCE prohibits parking on streets and
roads during snow removal, salting and sanding operations. Vehicles
parked in the right of way during such operations shall be deemed in
violation and shall be towed at the owner’s risk and expense. It is also a
violation to plow, shovel, blow, throw or otherwise deposit snow on a
public way including Class V and Class VI roads and sidewalks. Your
cooperation will help keep the roadways open and safe for all travelers.
OFFICE CLOSINGS: Thanksgiving Day ~ November 22; Christmas
Eve ~ December 24; Martin Luther King Jr. Day ~ January 21; Presidents Day ~ February 18. The Town Clerk's Office follows the Oyster
River School District's closing policy for weather related events.
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over the next couple years. The
public hearing on the new budget
usually occurs on the first Monday in February; watch for the
notice for the 2019 hearing.
In 2018, Madbury celebrated its
250th anniversary since being
granted full town privileges on
May 20, 1768. Many residents
stepped forward to punctuate the
year with remembrances. Perhaps most visible throughout the
year was the town birthday cake,
which was modeled after the cake
of 1968, Madbury’s 200th birthday. The cake traveled to the elementary school several times, as
well as making appearances at
Madbury Day and the militia encampment and re-enactment at
Moriarty’s field on October 13
and 14. A thank you is due to all
that worked hard to connect Madbury to its historical roots. Commemorative license plates and
ornaments are still available for
sale from the Town Clerk.
Back in 2017 Portsmouth proposed a new large groundwater
withdrawal at their well field on
Freshet Road. They eventually
changed the proposal to a replacement well, which eliminated
some public hearing requirements. That did not stop several
Madbury boards and commissions from commenting on several concerns. Ultimately, NHDES
approved the replacement well
and established a limit on the
field withdrawals, which had not
previously existed under a grandfathered status.
Madbury’s open spaces have
become quite popular for recreation and athletics. The town’s
Tibbetts Field and the Forest Society’s Powder Major Forest hosted a second annual school cross
country meet (600 runners).
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Wentworth
Family Trust
In 2018 Charter Trust approved
recommendations from Madbury’s
Representative to ORCSD School
Board awarding $12,000 in scholarship funds to Madbury residents
graduating from high school and
looking to continue their education. Recipients included Casey
Budday, William Cilia, Graham
Covell, Mercedes Jewell, Kaiya
Keefe and Shealyn Pare.
In 2018, the Town received the
third disbursement from the Trust
with approval of:
$14,000 Breathing Apparatus
Equipment - This funding is to
purchase two additional airpacks
and related monitoring equipment
for
the
Fire
Department.
$5,000 Reenactment and Encampment - Support as the Town
of Madbury celebrates it's 250th
anniversary with an educational
colonial militia battle reenactment
demonstration day.
$900 Table for the Library
Adult Study Room - The Trustees of the Madbury Public Library requested funding for a new
table for the Adult Study Room to
better utilize the space and replace
the old table repurposed in that
room.
$394 Historical Society transfer
of film to digital - The Madbury
Historical Society would like to
transfer more aged film housed in
the archives to a digital format in
order to preserve them.
$5,706+ Refurbishment of the
Historic Town Hall Front Entrance - The door and vestibule at
the front of the original 1861
Meeting Hall needs to be replaced,
weatherized and brought
up to safety code. The plan is to
upgrade while preserving the orig-

inal old custom feel of the entry.
Consideration will begin shortly
regarding how the Town will utilize the gift to be disbursed from
the Wentworth Family Trust in
2019. More information and a
form to complete for project/item
consideration will be available at
the Town Hall as well as on the
Town website at the following
link:
…………………….
townofmadbury.com/WFT.html
Requests should be submitted by
December 15, 2018.

Cemetery Trustees
Tree cutting planned at the Madbury cemetery.
When the Madbury cemetery
was developed in the mid-1990s,
townspeople were invited to donate saplings from their own properties to be planted at the new burial ground. Many of those trees,
which line the southeast edge of
the cemetery, are now reaching
mature size, having grown tall and
broad in a quarter century.
But they have also begun to
crowd one another, and the cemetery trustees have determined that
the line of hardwoods needs to be
thinned. Plans are in place to remove about a half dozen of them
in the coming year so that the remaining trees can grow unimpeded and achieve the spacing that
mature hardwoods need.
Though mindful of the personal
investment that Madbury residents
made in donating the trees years
ago, the trustees are confident that
removing some of them will enhance the overall appearance of
the cemetery grounds.
We welcome comments and
questions, which may be directed
to any of the trustees: Roderic
Hutton, Bill Leslie, and Sandy
O'Neill

Literary Trust
Fund Scholarship

Melissa Walker (l) and Katrin Kasper (r) display the Historical Society quilt
donated by Lorraine Morong and won by Katrin at the 250th Militia encampment on Moriarty’s field on October 13 and 14, 2018.

Conservation
Commission
The Conservation Commission
is please to pass on word that the
72-acre Olson property on Hook
Mill Road is one step away from
being conserved. The project is a
partnership between Dave Olson
and the City of Portsmouth, with
funding coming from the NH
Groundwater and Drinking Water
Trust Fund and the City. The
Southeast Land Trust acted as a
“broker.” The Commission provided a bit of seed money to help
with the appraisal costs. ………...
The property is home to abundant wildlife, a blueberry plantation, a 12-acre Christmas tree
farm, and forests with 35 species
of trees. Dave’s notes on the
land’s diversity lists 108 species
of birds, 22 mammals, and 17 amphibians and reptiles. …………..
The protection of the Bellamy
Reservoir is a high priority for the
Portsmouth, as it is the City’s primary water supply. …………

Through the conservation easement, Dave is enshrining his passion for this special place.
(Article adopted from SELT
newsletter of Spring 2018.)

Position
Announcement
The Town of Madbury is seeking
a Recording Secretary for the Planning and Zoning Boards. The successful candidate will: attend board
meetings, produce detailed records
of board discussions and decisions,
write and distribute official meeting
minutes, post public notices, produce and send certified letters, and
maintain official files. Word processing, correspondence, and filing
are required. ……………………...
The Planning Board meets on the
first and third Wednesdays of each
month. The Zoning Board meets
on the third Tuesday of each
month. Meetings generally run
from 7-9pm.
Interested parties
should contact Mark Avery (PB
chair) at MadPlanBoard@gmail.com
or call the Town Hall at 742-5131.

On behalf of The Madbury
Trustees of the Trust Funds, Selectman Janet Wall, awarded the
2018 Literary Fund Scholarship
to William Cilia of Champernowne. He is the son of Susan
and Frank Cilia and graduated
from Oyster River High School
with a GPA of 3.87.
William is enjoying his first
semester at Michigan State
School of Engineering. His first
team project was to build a robot
to compete against other class
robots. Because of a great professor he has developed an interest
in Economics and may declare
this as a minor.
William wants to thank the
Madbury Trustees of the Trust
Fund for supporting him and his
educational endeavors.
For more information on the
fund: townofmadbury.com/LTF.html
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Madbury Public
Library
New Building Update
There is good news to share as
the planning and fund raising for
our new Madbury Public Library
building continues.
Building
Steering Committee members
have been working with architects
from Manypenny Murphy Architecture and representatives from
Chapman Construction/Design to
revise the design plans and secure
a guaranteed maximum price
through competitive bidding. We
hope to begin site clearing later
this fall and construction next
March with completion slated for
October 2019.
The Friends of Madbury Library Capital Campaign is in the
final phase. Thanks to early supporters, we have already raised
over $279,000 in donations and
pledges toward the goal of
$350,000. With your help, our
new vibrant library will be a gathering center for learning and enrichment activities. It will be
uniquely Madbury, reflecting our
appreciation of the natural environment; a place where all ages
can come together to learn, create
and socialize.
Please join with us in this exciting project for our town and
watch the thermometer rise by
making a tax-deductible gift to:
Friends of Madbury Library
Capital Campaign. For donor
information visit: ……………….
www.madburylibrary.org and
click on brochure or contact us at:
mplsteeringcommittee@gmail.com.
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Holiday Hours
Thanksgiving
November 21: 10:00-2:00
November 22: Closed
November 24: 10:00-2:00
Christmas and New Year’s
December 24: Closed
December 31: 10:00-2:00
Mark your Calendars!
“New
England Lighthouses and the
People Who Kept Them,” presented by Jeremy D’Entremont,
Madbury Town Hall,…………..
November 15, 7:00pm………….
The library has received an NH
Humanities grant to host noted
lighthouse
historian
Jeremy
D’Entremont. Mr. D’Entremont,
author of more than a dozen
books and hundreds of articles on
lighthouse history and other maritime topics, is the official historian of the American Lighthouse
Foundation.
Lighthouses now
seem like charming relics of an
earlier era but they were essential
to the maritime economy of the
young United States. Automation
has made traditional lighthouse
keeping obsolete but its rich, vibrant history comes to life in Jeremy D’Entremont’s talk. This
presentation will coincide with
the monthly meeting of the Madbury Community Club, whose
members will host a pie potluck.
This presentation is free and
open to the public. ……………
November is a great time to…
display your art at the library!
Prominent wall space is available.
Isn’t it time you went public with
your artistic talent? Call 743-1400
or email directormpl@comcast.net
for more information. …………...
Friends of the Library Book
Sales: Three sales during the
week of November 5! …………..
Browse through donated, gently

used books in our cellar and name
your price. The first sale is on
Election Day, November 6, 10:00
-2:00 at the library. Next comes
our regular weekly sale on November 7, 10:00-12:00. And then
on November 10, the sale continues 10:00-2:00. This is a great
way to get a jump on holiday
shopping!
Preschool Story Times ~ Mondays and Thursdays at 10:30.
Wednesday, November 7, 10:30
~ Special Ballet Story Time!
Join Nicole Buck, Studio Manager of Joy of Dance in Lee, for ballet stories, coloring, and a demonstration.
Read with Digby ……………….
November 12 & December 10,
3:00 to 5:00 pm. ……………….
Beginning and experienced readers are invited to spend time with
our special canine friends,
Digby, a cavalier King Charles
spaniel. He loves to hear children
read aloud. Call, e-mail, or stop in
to sign up for a 20-minute session.
Friends of the Madbury Library ~ This important group
meets the second Thursday of
every month at 7 p.m. The
Friends support the library
through book sales, a basket raffle, and an annual appeal.
Friends’ fundraising is an essential component of our new library
building project. Our next two
meetings are November 8, and
December 13.
…………...
Visit our website! Did you know
there are three book groups that
meet each month? Plus a writer’s
and quilting group? Read about
these regular meetings plus many
more programs for all ages. To
find out more visit our website
www.madburylibrary.org.

